
 
MATH LESSON PLAN 

Position Words 

 
Name: Shannon Haines       School: St. Cecilia Catholic School 

    

Date to be taught: 03/26/08             Grade Level:  Pre-K 

 

Estimated Time:  50 minutes       No. of Students:  9 

 

Lesson Topic:  Position Words 

 

Lesson Objectives:  
 Students will be able to choose the correct given position word to describe where 

the person/item is located. 

 Students will be able to demonstrate the proper arrangement when given the 

position word.  

 Students will be able to correctly choose which of two position words best 

describes the placement of an object. 

 Students will be able to use the correct position word to describe where the 

person/item is located. 

 

Materials Needed:  

 Computer for each student with internet connection, attached mouse, and speakers 

or headphones. 

 Various small objects to place around classroom. 

 Flash cards for the following position words: in, out, on, under, over, left, right, 

up, down, in front, behind, front, back, beside, above, between.   

 

Resources:   

 http://dotolearn.com/games/learninggames.htm 

 

Launch: 

 

 Read the students a book about position words 

 Talk with the students about position words to assess their prior knowledge. 

 

Instruct:  

 Place an object in one of the positions listed above. Call for students to describe to 

you where that object is located, given two choices. (Is this book in front of the 

easel or behind the easel?) 

 Repeat this using each of the different position words until students seem to have 

a good understanding. 

http://dotolearn.com/games/learninggames.htm


 Give each student a small object of their own for demonstration purposes. 

 Show the students the position word on one of the flash cards. Ask students to 

correctly place their object in that position. (Put your object on something.) 

 Give each student a chance to tell where their object is placed using that position 

word. (My pencil is on the table.) 

 Repeat this using each of the different position word flash cards until students 

have a good understanding. 

 Have students return small objects to you to be put away. 

 Ask individual students to use a position word to describe where an object is. 

(Gabe, where is the clock? Hopefully he answers something such as “above the 

door”.) 

 Repeat this giving each student a chance to come up with a position word to 

describe an objects placement. 

  Take the students to the computer lab. 

 While you get each computer to the correct website 

(http://dotolearn.com/games/learninggames.htm), remind them of the rules of the 

computer lab. 

 Situate each child at their own computer. 

 Explain that they are going to be working with two mice friends who will ask 

them about different position words. When they are finished, they may choose to 

go to the beach or the farm to play a game. 

 As the students work, watch their choices to see if they have a good 

understanding and are able to choose the correct position word. 

 Allow students to repeat this for continuing practice. 

 

Adaptations:   

 Gearing Up: If students seem to have no trouble at all with position word 

understanding, ask them to draw a picture showing objects or items in many 

different positions. When they are finished, they may share this with the class 

describing (using position words) where objects were placed. 

 

 Gearing Down:  For any student who seems to be having trouble understanding 

position words, work with them either in small groups or individually to offer 

continuing opportunities for them to gain better understanding. Work on just a 

couple of word pairs at a time until they are able to grasp those position words 

and then move on. 

 

Assessment: 

 Observe students understanding while they are working on the computer program 

to assess their understanding of position words. 

 

 

Content: I am teaching position words within the math curriculum. My students are four 

and five year olds who may have some background, but not complete understanding of 

all of the position words that the Diocese requires them to understand before moving on 

to kindergarten. 

http://dotolearn.com/games/learninggames.htm


 

Pedagogy: I am assessing their prior knowledge first to gain some knowledge of what 

they understand. I am then scaffolding their learning so that they become the ones who 

are in the end naming the position words to describe the placement. Social constructivism 

allows for the students use of this prior knowledge to help facilitate their learning. 

Cognitive strategies allow for the gradual release of responsibility to students. As noted 

in the gearing up, gearing down section, students at different levels can be given other 

opportunities as a follow up. 

 

Content & Pedagogy: Using different methods of instruction allows for all students, as 

individualized learners, an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of position words. 

I chose these different strategies to allow for students who learn in different ways. I did 

not allow for any constraints. However, if there were no computer lab available or if there 

were a child who had physical limitations, adaptations would need to be made. 

 

Technology: The technology I will be using is an internet based program. I chose this 

program because it gives students one more way to show their understanding of position 

words. It also rewards students with a short game at the end. Many students will find this 

fun and not as a chore of learning. This technology is not absolutely necessary, but does 

provide supplemental instruction to students. 

 

Technology & Pedagogy: This technology offers students with varying learning styles an 

opportunity to show their understanding of position words. Visual learners will be able to 

see the mice in that position and be given the word before they are asked to recount the 

correct position word. Auditory learners are able to hear the spoken position words. 

 

Technology & Content: As stated above, this technology allows different types of 

learners another chance to transmit their understanding. It is simply a supplement to other 

instruction strategies employed. This technology addresses the essential question “Can 

you choose the correct position word, if given, to describe where this person/thing is?” 

 

Assessment: I want my students to be able to not only demonstrate positions, but also to 

be able to use position words correctly to describe the location or placement of an object. 

Watching the students and asking them questions throughout the lesson will give me a 

good idea of their understanding, including while they work on the computer program. 

 


